Bloom's Taxonomy and Question Stems

Benjamin Bloom created this taxonomy for categorizing levels of abstraction of questions that commonly occur in educational settings. The taxonomy provides a useful structure in which to categorize questions, since teachers will characteristically ask questions without considering such things as degrees of literal understanding.  Thinking about these types of questions in advance can help discussions be more interesting and productive learning experiences. 
Knowledge questions require the student to remember.


*
recall or recognize information 

*
knowledge of dates, events, places 

*
Question Cues: list, define, tell, describe, identify, show, label, collect, tabulate, quote, name, who, when, where, match, recall, recite, select, state, outline 

Comprehension questions require some level of understanding and to interpret or draw conclusions.

*
understanding information 

*
grasp meaning 

*
translate knowledge into new context 

*
interpret facts, compare, contrast 

*
draw conclusions or consequences 

*
Question Cues: summarize, generalize, interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend, paraphrase, infer, explain, defend

Application questions ask student to use previously acquired information differently than it was learned.


*
use information 

*
use methods, concepts, theories in new situations 

*
solve problems using required skills or knowledge 

*
Questions Cues: apply, demonstrate, calculate, solve, modify, relate, change, use, develop, organize, prepare, produce, 

Analysis asks students to differentiate information, identify relationships and to compare/contrast.


*
seeing patterns, draw relationships among ideas

*
recognition of hidden meanings, point out contradictions,  

*
Question Cues: break down, deduce, diagram, differentiate, distinguish, illustrate, infer, point out, relate, separate out, connect, arrange, compare 

Synthesis questions require the student to produce something unique or original.  


*
use old ideas to create new ones 

*
generalize from given facts 

*
relate knowledge from several areas 

*
draw conclusions 

*
Question Cues:  combine, integrate, rearrange, substitute, plan, create, design, invent, what if?, compose, compile, categorize, devise, rewrite, formulate summarize

Evaluation questions require students to form judgments


*
compare and discriminate between ideas 

*
assess value of theories, presentations 

*
make choices based on reasoned argument 

*
verify value of evidence 

*
state basis for judgment and recognize subjectivity 

*
Question Cues:  assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, convince, select, judge, validate, discriminate, support, conclude, contrast, appraise, criticize, justify, defend, interpret

Additional Question Stems:

Looking for evidence:

How do we know what we think we know?

What’s our evidence?

How credible is that evidence?

Identifying viewpoint:

Whose perspective are we reading, hearing, seeing?

What other perspectives might exist if we change our position?

Making connections: 

How is one thing connected to another?

Is there a pattern in evidence?

Considering alternatives:

How else might it have been?

What if…?

Suppose that…

Assessing importance:

What difference does it make?

Who cares?

