ACTIVITY

End Of The Quarter Or Semester Poster Project

Introduction:  Students often do not have the opportunity to synthesize information gained over the course of a semester or quarter.  In addition, the end of the quarter or semester often brings diminished student enthusiasm for learning and diminished time and energy to grade papers.  This activity is designed to address these specific concerns.  At the end of the quarter or semester, students get a chance to draw a poster that pulls together their learning during the course.

Procedure:

1. Near the end of the term, form small groups of 3-5 students.  Assign the following task:

a. Your task as a group is to design and complete a poster that shows all that you have learned this term.  You will need to work as a group and your poster will need to have some sort of these that holds it together.  For example (and you may not use this example!). one group of students in a U.S. History class turned their poster into an American flag and drew vignettes from U.S. history in the stripes and stars.  The unifying these is, perhaps, the most important part of this task

b. You will be provided with poster paper and crayons only after you have submitted a rough blueprint or sketch for my approval.  The blueprint must show the theme and the elements that will be included in the poster.  Obviously, you will not be able to include everything from the course.  Thus, you must pick and choose the important items and those that fit your theme.

c. Once your blueprint is approved, you will need to work as a group to complete the poster.  The poster must be in color, is not to include cutouts from magazine, will not be judged on artistic ability, must reflect the work of all members of the group, and will be due in ______ class periods.  NOTE:  This project can be realistically completed in two full class periods.

2. Once the task is assigned, work with students as they conceive of their poster and monitor as they work to complete the project.  Evaluation of the posters should be on:  quality of the theme, portrayal of information related to the theme and that is important to the course topic, creativity, effort, completeness.  Post finished projects around the room…they make excellent exam review tools. 

