Name:___________________________


Learning to Take A Position on a Controversial Issue

Using your topic, complete this worksheet as carefully and completely as possible.

What is your topic?

1.
Write a valid controversial issue on your topic.  Review the definition to make sure it really is a controversial issue.  Put it in the form of a question.

2.
Review your information and decide your position on this question.  State it in one sentence.

3.
Again, review your information and come up with TWO solid arguments in favor of your position on this question.  Write them here.


A.


B.

4.
Again, go back to your notes and find concrete evidence to support both of the arguments you identified in #4.  Write that evidence down here.  Remember, the evidence should be concrete facts or data OR reasoning that helps to prove the argument.


A.


B.

5.
Now that you have your position, arguments, and evidence, it is time to consider possible counter-arguments.  List two credible counter-arguments to your position.


A.


B.

6.
In the space below, write a clear answer that argues against or disproves each of the counter-arguments you listed in #5.  Use evidence to support your reasoning.


A.


B.

7.
Finally, review your all of this and decide how to conclude your position paper.  What will make for a powerful closure of the position and points you have presented?
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