Math Class

Peggy and Janet have always been fairly good friends.  Recently, they’ve become better friends because their seats in math class are right next to each other.  They’ve come to realize that, outside of school, they share lots of common interests. In school, Peggy is a good student who works hard at learning and applying what she is taught in math class. She cares about her grades and meets the teacher’s expectations for doing homework and behaving in class.  On the other hand, Janet has never been very motivated to succeed in school. Her grades have suffered because she rarely turns in homework assignments and pays little attention in class.
Lately, Peggy has been helping and encouraging Janet to do better in their shared math class.  They get together after school to study together and Peggy explains the concepts in ways that make sense to Janet. To Peggy’s surprise, Janet is starting to work harder, pay more attention and even turn in more of her homework assignments. Peggy’s excited about this change and so is Janet!

Yesterday, the math teacher handed out a surprise quiz. Peggy looked at the problems and started to do her work. Then she heard a small whisper. It was Janet indicating that she didn’t understand what was on the quiz and could she look at Peggy’s answers. Peggy was confused. On the one hand, she knows that cheating is a serious “crime” in the school. She does her homework and studies and that is the reason she feels confident about completing the quiz. On the other hand, Janet is a friend…in fact, a pretty good friend now… and she’s made such good progress. It would be hard to see Janet flunk the quiz. The teacher seems to be distracted and might not notice what’s going on. But, if caught, Peggy could face some serious consequences.

Should Peggy let Janet copy the answers from her quiz?
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