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SAC Topic:  Teachers should share their personal opinions on controversial issues with their students.
Step #1: Preparing your position

As partners, spend 2 minutes brainstorming and JOTTING DOWN your key arguments supporting your assigned position on the SAC topic. You are preparing to collaboratively present your ideas to the group opposing your position.

Step #2:  Presenting positions and listening for understanding

The “pro” group will have 2 minutes to present and explain their key ideas and arguments. “Con” group members will LISTEN and TAKE NOTES with the goal of understanding the “pro” position. Once “pro” group has presented ideas, questions for clarification may be asked.

The “con” group will have 2 minutes to present and explain their key ideas and arguments. “pro” group members will LISTEN and TAKE NOTES with the goal of understanding the “con” position. Once “con” group has presented ideas, questions for clarification may be asked.

Step 3:  Presenting the opposing viewpoint

The “con” group now has 2 minutes to present their understanding of the position and arguments of the “pro” group. This is done using notes taken previously. “Pro” group members can clarify as needed.

The “pro” group now has 2 minutes to present their understanding of the position and arguments of the “con” group. This is done using notes taken previously. “Con” group members can clarify as needed.

Step 4:  Open conversation about the SAC topic within the small group

Now, both “pro” and “con” group members shed their assigned positions and the group discusses the SAC topic from group members’ individual perspectives. The goals are identifying areas of agreement and disagreement and possible solutions to the SAC topic.

Step 5:  Large group discussion of SAC topic and debrief of the SAC process

