LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

John Zola  

INTEVENTION AND CIVIL WAR IN CENTRAL AMERICA: SCORED DISCUSSION AGENDAS

GROUP 1: DISCUSSION TOPIC:  Civil War in El Salvador


You will be expected to follow this agenda during your discussion.  It lists the main topics around which you should organize your notes and information.  

I.
Introduction of your topic by a group member

II.
Early history of El Salvador and background information  (max. 6 minutes)


A.
Basic geography and info. on pre-colonial period


B.
Colonial period:  who was in power?  quick overview


C.
Independence:  how achieved, by whom, events in period after

III.
Recent History of El Salvador (emphasis on the late 1970s - present)


A.
The economy and living conditions before mid-1970s


B.
When/how did the Civil War in 1980s begin and by whom?


C.
What were the goals of the government?  What were death squads?  What did they do, to whom, and why?


D.
What did the "leftist" guerillas want?  What were their actions?

IV.
U.S. involvement in El Salvador in the 1980s


A.
What was U.S. policy and what did the U.S. do in El Salvador?


B.
What were different viewpoints (pro/con) on U.S. aid to El Salvador?


C.
What were Soviet and Cuban activities in El Salvador?

V.
Informed opinions on the civil war in El Salvador


A.
What are your personal opinions on U.S. involvement in El Salvador?


B.
What lessons can be learned from these events and actions?

VI.
Conclusion and summary by a group member

GROUP 2: DISCUSSION TOPIC:  Cuba



I.
Introduction of your topic by a group member

II.
Early history of Cuba pre-1950 (max. 6 minutes)


A.
Basic geography and pre-colonial period


B.
Colonial period:  who controlled Cuba?  How?  Basic info.


C.
Independence from Spain, when, who was involved?  U.S. role?

III.
Recent history of Cuba (since 1953)


A.
Conditions under President Batista


B.
Castro's revolution: What were its goals? How did it happen?  


C.
Life in Cuba after the revolution

IV.
U.S. involvement in Cuba since Castro took power


A.
U.S. attitudes and actions after Castro took power


B.
Role of the Soviet Union 


C.
The Bay of Pigs Invasion:  what was it, what happened, why, lessons?


D.
The Cuban Missile Crisis:  what was it, what happened, why, lessons?

V.
What should U.S. policy towards Cuba be now?


A.
What about the embargo?  


B.
What are your informed opinions?

VI.
Conclusion and summary by a group member

GROUP 3: DISCUSSION TOPIC:  U.S. in Central America 
I.
Introduction of your topic by a group member

II.
The Panama Canal


A.
How did the U.S. help Panama become independent in the early 1900s?


B.
Building the canal:  how?  what hassles?  working conditions?


C.
Panama's complaints about U.S. ownership of the Canal


D.
Panama Canal Treaty of 1978:  what?  why?  pros/cons?  your opinions!


E.
The Noriega Years:  U.S. policy, his removal, Panama after Noreiga

III.
U.S. Actions in Guatemala


A.
Background on Guatemala up to the 1950s (brief)


B.
Reasons for U.S. overthrow of govt. and pros/cons


C.
Guatemala since the 1950s…ramifications and impacts of U.S. actions

IV.
U.S. involvement in Haiti in the 20th century


A.
Living conditions in Haiti this century


B.
The Duvalier years


C.
Discuss events in the 1990s…now.

V.
Conclusion: your lessons learned about U.S. involvement in these Central American nations

GROUP 4: DISCUSSION TOPIC:  Revolution in Nicaragua
I.
Introduction of your topic by a group member

II.
Early history of Nicaragua and background information  (max. 6 minutes)


A.
Basic geography and pre-colonial period


B.
Colonial period: who was in power?  quick overview


C.
Independence?  how?  who involved?  events after?  U.S. actions?

III.
Recent history of Nicaragua:  The 1950s-1970s)  


A.
Life under the Somoza family rule:  economy?  rights?  living conditions?  Corruption?


B.
The Sandinistas:  who were they?  how did they come to power in 1979?


C.
What happened in Nicaragua after the Sandinistas took power?  

IV.
U.S. involvement in Nicaragua from 1979


A.
What was initial position of U.S. toward Sandinistas?  how/why changed?


B.
How did U.S. try to overthrow Sandinistas in 1980s?  effects on people? 



•Who were the Contras?  goals?  who supported them?



•Differing views on U.S. aid to Contras?  


C.
What role did the Soviet Union and Cubans play in Nicaragua?


D.
Opinions on U.S. policy towards Nicaragua in the 1980s?

V.
Conclusion and summary by a group member

Summary/overview question for the class was:

At the conclusion of the scored discussions, you will be asked to write an editorial evaluating U.S. involvement in the affairs of Central America and Cuba.  This editorial must follow these expectations: Describe U.S. actions in Central America and Cuba, take a position on the actions of the U.S. government, and include information about at least 3 countries.  Usual expectations for mechanics, 2 pg. long

