Position Papers  

Distinguishing Between Positions, Arguments and Evidence

If the controversial issue was: Should the soda machine be removed from New Vista High School? Label each as Position, Argument, or Evidence. Can you explain your choice?

A.
The soda machine earns approximately $50/month.

B.
The soda machines contribute to unhealthy eating habits among teens in general and New Vista students in particular.

C.
The soda machines are an important part of the culture of New Vista and to remove them would be bad for school morale.

D.
Approximately 75% of New Vista students gather near the soda machines during breaks in order to get something to drink and to talk with each other.

E.
The soda machines should not be removed from New Vista High School.

F.
The soda machines should be removed from New Vista High School at the earliest possible time.

G.
It is reported that the average teen drinks at least one can of soda per day and that soda consumption is a major contributor to overweight teens.

H.
Having access to sodas during the school day leads to too many kids drinking too much caffeine.

I.
Students should learn to monitor their own soda consumption instead of the school taking out the machines for “the good of the student body.”

J.
A can of soda contains about 100 calories.  Diet soda contains much less.

K.
The best solution is for the soda machines at New Vista to only be available during lunch and after school.

L.
Money from the soda machines supports scholarships for advisory activities and mini-courses.

About which are you unclear? Which of the above uses facts?  Moral arguments?  What are possible counter arguments to the ones you have identified as arguments?
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