LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES

LITERATURE OF LATIN AMERICA ASSIGNMENT

John Zola 

1.
The books:  Select one of the following.  Please don't select a book you have already read and don't count on watching the movie!! None of these are books that you want to try and read the night before the scored discussion.  Enjoy the reading...it can take you to places where you have never been and might otherwise never be able to go!  Due week of May 13.
•One Day of Life (Argueta)


•One Hundred Years of Solitude (Marquez) 


•Imagining Argentina(Thornton) 


•Like Water for Chocolate (Esquivel) 

2.
NEGLECTING TO PARTICIPATE IN THE SCORED DISCUSSION WILL RESULT IN WRITING A FAIRLY EXTENSIVE BOOK REVIEW THAT IS COMPLETE ENOUGH TO SUBSTITUTE FOR A DISCUSSION BY 5-6 PEOPLE OVER 20 MINUTES.

3.
The Scored Discussion Process and Agenda:


•Scored discussions will be explained and demonstrated prior to the actual due date 

•You must have notes during the discussion and will be expected to follow the agenda and facilitate the discussion as a group.


•Attentive audience behavior is expected.


•The agenda you are to follow (and keep in mind as you read the book) is:

I.
Introduction of participants and book

II.
Overview of the book, itself


A.
Plot/story overview and explanation


B.
Setting (including time period)



1. How does the place influence the story?



2. How do the people  influence the place?


C.
Characters



1. What did you learn about family, gender roles, relationships?



2. Could these people exist in the U.S.? Why or why not?


D.
Unique aspects of the book and/or style of writing



1. What makes it “Latin American”?



2. What are its universal themes?

III.
Reactions to the book


A. 
What did you learn about Latin America (history, culture, etc.) from



reading the book?


B. 
Is this book important to read?  Why of why not. 

IV.
Conclusion of the book discussion including final assessments of the book

