Helga's Dilemma   (from L. Kohlberg)

Helga and Rachel had grown up together.  They were best friends despite the fact that Helga's family was Christian and Rachel's was Jewish.  For many years, this religious difference didn't seem to matter much in Germany, but after Hitler seized power, the situation changed.  Hitler required Jews to wear armbands with the Star of David on them.  He began to encourage his followers to destroy the property of Jewish people and to beat them on the street.  Finally, he began to arrest Jews and deport them.  Rumors went around the city that many Jews were being killed.  Hiding Jews for whom the Gestapo (Hitler's secret police) was looking was a serious crime and violated a law of the German government.


One night Helga heard a knock at her door.  When she opened it, she found Rachel on the step huddled in a dark coat.  Quickly Rachel stepped inside.  She had been to a meeting, she said, and when she returned home, she had found Gestapo members all around her house.  Her parents and brothers had already been taken away.  Knowing her fate if the Gestapo caught her, Rachel ran to her old friend's house.


Now what should Helga do?  If she turned Rachel away, the Gestapo would eventually find her.  Helga knew that most of the Jews who were sent away had been killed, and she didn't want her best friend to share that fate.  But hiding the Jews broke the law.  Helga would risk her own security and that of her family if she tried to hide Rachel.  But she had a tiny room behind the chimney on the third floor where Rachel might be safe.

Question:  Should Helga hide Rachel? Write down one good reason for your choice.
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