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“Speed Dating”

“Speed Dating”

Purpose: To generate ideas on focused topics; to practice effective dialogue; to ensure every one in a group participates/talks in a “low stakes” way. 

Instructional Process: 

1.
Decide what your aims are and develop appropriate questions/prompts. 

2.
Count off by twos…form two concentric circles in middle of room. If you have an odd number of participants, the leader/facilitator may join one of the circles, or designate one rotation place as “roving listener/note taker.” 

3.
Face and identify a partner…individual in inner circle facing another in outer circle.

4.
Explain: You will have a chance to have a conversation on a given topic. Remind them of conversation norms, e.g., good conversationalists do the following:

•introductions (if participants don’t know one another)

•talking AND listening

•querying each other

•you can’t finish the conversation in the amount of time given!

•look for new insights and ideas.

5.
Question will be given…I’ll say “start” and you talk until I say “stop.”


•First question. Let conversation go 3-5 minutes.

6. Rotate circles, e.g., inner goes clockwise or outer goes counter-clockwise. Can mix up rotations so inner and outer have turns moving, but each rotation should result in a new partner.

7.
Debrief, as needed, e.g., re: content generated, re: dialogue processes, etc

